INDIAN RECREATIONS.

common people as if it did not ex*ft : of consequence
it nuiil pif.ve of little iurvice in promoting their in-
tcrcfts. The lame thing ma} be affirmed of every
branch of knov ledge : the portion pofieffed by nine-
tee: i of twenty of the \vhole community, is ccmpara-
thcly nothing. To the power of habit and the influ-
ence of cuiiuni alone, they are configned for the di-
reccion o; iliemfelves : reafon, inert and feeble as in
them it muft prove, has little fhare in what we juftly
regard as its peculiar province*

IN fuch clrcumftances, certainly no people can be
more entitled to indulgence towards their weuknelTes
and errors ; and there is certainly none who have
ftrongcr claims upon our fympathy and tendernefs*
Britons now occupy the places of their native princes,
and the bleffings of protection, inftruction, and en-
couragement in virtue, which there are too frequent-
Jy withheld, providence has hnpofed upon us as a fa*
/ed duty to beftow.
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